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TO  THE  LSYBURN  UNION  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  uy  twenty-fifth 
annual  report  on  tho  Sanitary  state  of  my  District,  which  I 
consider  very  good.  With  this  I  offer  the  tables  of  deaths 
and  diseases,  which  have  been  considerably  altered  from  tho 
past.  You  will  particularly  notice  that  the  tvro  first  papers 
contain  the  population,  births  and  deaths  for  the  last  ton 
years.  I  suppose  this  is  on  account  of  the  census  to  be 
taken  this  year.  I  may  mention  that  in  that  time  tho  popula¬ 
tion  has  fallen  from  76 >0  to  6938.  I  hope  that  the  new  cen¬ 
sus  may  not  shew  a  further  decrease. 

Tho  v/eather  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  was  very 
cold  which  accounts  for  21  deaths  in  Rebruary,  tho  highest 
number  in  any  one  month  of  the  year.  In  tho  summer  it  was  dry 
and  up  to  the  late  autumn:  then  it  became  wet. 

Tho  total  number  of  deaths  was  119  giving  a  death  rate  of 
17.15.  Of  these  24  were  over  70,  22  over  r>0,  and  2  over  90 
years  of  age  -  48  altogether  over  70  which  speaks  well  for 
the  longevity  attained  by  the  iiihabitants  of  this  district. 

The  births  registered  were  118  giving  a  rate  of  17.00,  the 
lowest  birth  rate  for  over  10  years.  The  deaths  under  1  year 
numbered  16  giving  a  rate  ?>er  1000  births  registered  of  135.50. 
This  is  larger  than  any  rate  during  the  past  10  years  .and  I 
am  sorry  it  shoiild  havo  to  appear  in  this  report. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  8  oar  let  '■'’over  in  tho  early 
spring  in  Coverdale,  and  upwards  of  70  cases  occurred.  Luckily 
it  was  of  a  mild  form  and  no  deaths  took  place.  I  alluded 
to  this  outbreak  in  my  last  report .  Tho  sa  10  thing  has 
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occurred  in  Leyburn  and  Wensloy.  Mild  cases  havo  not  boon 
reported  and  consequently  the  disease  has  spread.  This  dis¬ 
ease  also  occurred  at  ITout on-le -Hi Hows  where  it  was  soon 
stamped  out.  Measles  occurred  in  the  same  village  and  the 
School  was  cloned.  Influenza  was  very  bad  in  the  district 
in  the  earl}*  months.  18  deaths  occurred  through  this  disease, 
but  as  they  wore  all  complicated  with  Pneumonia  I  have  re- 
tumed  them  under  that  head.  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  appear 
to  havo  caused  the  groat o si  number  of  deaths  28  having  boon 
registered.  Thor©  were  18  deaths  from  Heart  disease,  always 
a  serious  ite  i  in  the  death  rate  of  this  district.  2  deaths 
occurred  after  confinement;  and  9  inquests  wore  hold  during  the 
year.  4  oases  cf  Diphtheria  were  reported  but  no  death  took 
placo.  Only  2  cases  of  enteric  or  typhoid fever  were  notified, 
one  of  which  died. 

The  drainage  of  Leyburn  is  still  being  adjourned,  but  I 
hopo  this  year  things  my  progress  a  little  further*  The 
Ha rale y  water  supply  is  finished  but  can  hardly  be  said  to  bo 
in  a  satisfactory  state;  something  more  will  have  to  bo  don©. 
Pinghall  is  still  without  a  supply;  I  think  a  little  nor© 
effort  might  be  made  towards  getting  one. 

The  house  accommodation  of  the  district,  especially  for 
the  working  class,  is  not  as  good  as  it  might  be.  More  cot¬ 
tages  should  be  built,  but  land  is  difficult  to  get  for  the 
purpose.  I  hesitate  to  advise  the  Board  to  close  some  houses 
as  v/o  should  only  drive  people  from  the  place. 

Thor©  is  no  isolation  hospital  in  the  Union  at  present, 
and  in  a  country  district  like  this  1  do  not  see  the  necessity 
of  putting  the  ratepayers  to  that  expense.  Ho  have  always 
boon  able  to  isolato  any  infectious  case  when  required. 

Diiring  tho  year  I  havo  gone  over  the  greater  part  of  the 
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district  and  am  pleased  to  say  that  on  the  whole  it  is  satis¬ 
factory.  All  nuisances  that  have  been  reported  to  your  In¬ 
spector  have  received  his  attention* 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  JtBTCALYE  M.T). , 

medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Harch  1st.  1901. 
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